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1. Introduction to the Land Use Act of 1978:
- The Land Use Act, also known as Decree No. 6 of 1978, is a significant piece of

legislation in Nigeria.
- It was enacted to regulate land ownership and land use in Nigeria.

2. Aims of the Land Use Act:
- To vest all lands within a state in the government, specifically the governor of the state.
- To provide for the granting of statutory right of occupancy to individuals and

organizations.
- To ensure equitable access to and control of land resources.

3. Advantages of the Land Use Act:
- Simplified land tenure system: It provides a uniform land tenure system across Nigeria,

making land transactions more straightforward.
- Land ownership security: It offers a legal framework for individuals and organizations to

obtain and secure land ownership rights.
- Reduction of land disputes: By centralizing land ownership, it minimizes land-related

conflicts.

4. Disadvantages of the Land Use Act:
- Limited property rights: Individuals and organizations only have a right of occupancy, not

outright ownership, which can restrict property development.
- Bureaucracy: The process of obtaining and transferring land rights can be cumbersome

due to government involvement.
- Land speculation: The Act's provisions have led to land speculation and underutilization

of land.

5. Implications of the Land Use Act:
- Control by state governments: Governors have significant power over land allocation,

which can be subject to political influences.
- Land scarcity: The Act has contributed to land scarcity, especially in urban areas, due to

complex procedures.
- Economic impact: Land-related issues can affect economic development and investment.

6. Reasons for Enforcement:
- Historical context: The Act was enacted to address land tenure issues inherited from

colonial rule, aiming to streamline land administration.
- Equitable access: It sought to ensure that land is accessible to all Nigerians and prevent

land monopolies.



- Political considerations: The Act was seen as a way to strengthen the role of state
governments in land management.

Conclusion:
The Land Use Act of 1978 in Nigeria aimed to provide a uniform land tenure system, secure
land ownership, and prevent land-related conflicts. While it has advantages such as
simplified tenure and reduced disputes, it also has disadvantages, including limited property
rights and bureaucracy. The Act's implications include state control and land scarcity. It was
enforced to address historical land tenure issues and promote equitable access to land while
empowering state governments in land management.


